SOUTH PERROTT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd September 2025
in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Richard Footitt (Chair), Cllr Tom Scott-Malden, Cllr Martyn Gillingham, Cllr Sue Coutanche (joined 7.25pm)
In Attendance: Mark Payne (Clerk), Cllr Craig Monks and three members of the public

	Item No
	
	Action


	2025/049
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Cllr Robin Ketteridge

	

	2025/050
	Notification of items not on the agenda

None

	

	2025/051
	Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 29.07.2025

These had received a minor amendment to reflect more accurately the status of the Parish Council as the sole trustee of the Millennium Green. These were accepted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr MG, seconded by Cllr TSM


	

	2025/052
	Matters arising from the minutes

a) Register of Interests. Now complete
b) Insurance cover for Millennium Green. The Clerk confirmed that the insurance company had confirmed there was no additional premium for becoming the sole trustee of the Millennium Green. Cllr MG confirmed the legal documents had now been signed by Natural England and therefore as of 02/09/2025 South Perrott Parish Council was the sole trustee of the Millennium Green. Cllr MG wondered whether the insurance documents should identify the trusteeship of the Council. Clerk to forward policy documents to Cllr MG.
c) CB3 bus service now in operation. Thanks to Cllr Monks.
d) Printer disposal – the Council printer is broken and it had been offered on Facebook but no takers. Agreed Clerk could dispose of the printer and amend the asset register.
e) Clerk confirmed DC had been alerted to the overgrown hedges obscuring traffic signs. A member of the public also suggested that the trees opposite the Village Hall should be cut back. Agreed to report this.
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	2025/053
	Planning

a) P/FUL/2024/06664 Shepherd huts at Picket Lane Nursery – decision awaited. 
b) P/TRC/2025/03976 – tree felling of two cypress trees. Permission had been granted 30.07.2025.
c) P/TRC/2025/04966 – tree felling at Three Farthings. No objection from Parish Council.

	







	2025/054
	Reports

a) Dorset Councillor – report from Cllr Monks

Signs and hedges in the village
Cllr Monks has also raised this with the portfolio holder and has been assured that teams are out now and will be clearing signs.

CB3 bus
This is now operational, starting in Chedington and linking with the CR6 (Yeovil to Bridport service) as well as other villages. Cllr Monks confirmed that concessions are valid on the bus route.

Local Plan and Local Transport Plan
Consultation will take place on the 12th and 13th September in Beaminster Public Hall. Cllr Monks hopes to run a smaller event in Mosterton on the 16th September at Mosterton Village Hall.

The main concern of residents is linked to the amount of proposed housing, though this does not apply to South Perrott. Cllr RF stated that impact on school places, healthcare and transport infrastructure would be a concern.

Main message is for residents to complete the survey so Dorset Council has a good picture of residents’ views.
b) PCSO – nothing to report.

c) Footpath report – nothing to report, but Cllr SC noted that Orchard Farm was now sold and the permissive path to the Millennium Green needed to be maintained. 

A member of the public stated that the agricultural tracks across farmland were not “permissive paths” but use was allowed for local walkers at the discretion of the landowner.

d) Environment – Plastic Free Community – No formal report but a meeting was scheduled for Thursday of this week.



	


































	2025/055
	Finance

Income and expenditure since last meeting

Current balance was £8019.05

Expenditure since last meeting £380.91 on salaries and HMRC

Cllr RF explained a pay award had been agreed for Council employees and this was due to the Clerk – backdated to April.
	











	2025/056
	Road Safety and 20mph limit through the village - Cllr RF reported:

Stage 1 of process
· Flyer and voting slip for each person in the village on the electoral role.
· Gather traffic information from SID and/or traffic survey from DC – cost approx. £250.
· Stage 1 will run from now until the next PC meeting when we hope to know whether the village would like to take the initiative forward.

Stage 2 – complete application 
· DC consider viability/need for 20mph.
· If DC decide there is a need they have to follow a strict legal process which involves committing funding, holding a public meeting, consulting with various bodies and in some cases completing their own survey of residents.

Stage 3 – DC complete the legal process and make a decision
· If DC agree to a 20mph speed limit signage will then be changed.
· The speed limit will not affect the classification of the A-road.

Stage 4 – DC initiate a review of the road through the village
· DC Highways will consider the need for any other traffic calming measures, e.g. a chicane to slow traffic down at each side of the village. Further consultation will follow.

Cllr RF asked for approval to print flyer and voting slips. Proposed by Cllr TSM and seconded by Cllr SC. Approved.

Cllr SC asked if the police could be approached to carry out speed checks in the village? Cllr RF had mentioned this to the PCSO – await developments.

	

	2025/057
	5G in the Village

Cllr MG felt that it was important that mobile signals in the village were improved and the Parish Council needs to be proactive in seeking a solution to this issue. He was aware that a landowner had been approached regarding siting a mast but was unclear as to the outcome or if progress had been made.

Cllr Monks offered to talk to the DC officer involved and provide contact details of the companies involved.

	







Cllr Monks

	2025/058
	Neighbour Car Scheme - Cllr MG reported:

This scheme was originally set up by West Dorset District Council with the objective of providing transport for hospital and doctor appointments, pharmacy visits and shopping trips.

It used volunteer drivers with their own cars who were paid a mileage allowance of 45p per mile for each trip. The passengers were charged 50p per mile, and the balance of 5p was retained by the scheme. The drivers held receipt books and gave a receipt to their passenger for each journey, and retained a carbon copy. The accumulated 5p’s could be used to repay the drivers for any “dead miles” where they had to drive a few miles to pick up their passengers.

Initially the District Council ran the scheme but some years ago it passed the organisation over to local councils with a payment of £300 to start the scheme running. The Parish Clerk was the local organiser for the scheme and the point of contact for local residents wanting to book a car. In South Perrott, there were two drivers. Once a year the Clerk collected the receipts from the drivers for all the journey’s made, together with the money from the accumulated 5p’s which was paid into the bank account.

The scheme worked well but was only used by a small number of residents on a regular basis. One of the difficulties experienced by the drivers related to hospital appointments, which tended to involve a lot of hanging around waiting for their passengers to return. I believe, in some cases, drivers were issued with parking permits to park in hospital car parks.

With the winding up of the previous Parish Council (Parrett and Axe Parish Council), the balance of funds in the scheme for the parish was transferred to the current Parish Council. If it is considered that the scheme should be re-activated for South Perrott, an organiser and drivers would need to be recruited.

N.B. the Parish Council has recently received details from a “Non-Emergency Patient Transport provider”, HT Group UK, working in partnership with the NHS, who are looking for volunteer drivers to help transport patients to and from healthcare appointments.

Cllr SC queried the insurance situation for drivers.

Cllr Monks explained that similar schemes ran elsewhere, and drivers required Business Insurance on their policy, but they were classed as Dorset Council Volunteers so were covered by the DC policy for public liability.
Cllr Monks suggested it would be worth contacting Country Cars as they were a charity in Beaminster offering a similar service and might well cover South Perrott. Cllr Monks will provide contact details. 

Also agreed to try to establish need within the village through the Pump and Pound and Facebook.

	












































Cllr Monks

Cllr SC Cllr TSM

	2025/059
	Matters of report and items for the next meeting - Cllr RF reported:

a) GDPR compliance has now caught up with Parish Councils in that they must demonstrate compliance when audited. This means we need to have
· an IT Policy showing how we manage personal data
· an Accessibility Policy demonstrating that our website meets the needs of individuals with disabilities
· generic email addresses hosted on a domain that we own.
(b)    We need to notify our current domain provider (which is One.com) in September if we are to make any changes for 2026 – one change we will have to make to comply with GDPR is that the clerk (as the only employee of the Parish Council) has to be the registrant, in other words the owner of the domain which for us is @southperrottparishcouncil.org.

Cllr TSM agreed to contact Jonathon Baker who originally set up the domain and is the current registrant.
Clerk to contact One.com to establish if it is possible to swap over names on the account.

No other items were raised for consideration.
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	2025/60
	Date of next meeting

Tuesday November 4th 2025

Future meetings in 2026 are held bi-monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 7pm:

Tuesday 6th January
Tuesday 3rd March
Tuesday 5th May
Tuesday 7th July
Tuesday 1st September
Tuesday 3rd November

	



Meeting closed at 20:18
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