SOUTH PERROTT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7pm. 
Present: Cllr Richard Footitt, Cllr Tom Scott-Malden, Cllr Sue Coutanche, Cllr Martyn Gillingham.
Apologies received: Cllr Robin Ketteridge, Cllr Craig Monks
In Attendance:  Mark Payne (Clerk), and 4 members of the public. 
	Item No.
	
	Action

	2026/001
	To elect a chair for the year 2026/27
Cllr Richard Footitt agreed to stand as Chair. Proposed by Cllr TSM, Seconded by Cllr SC. This was unanimously approved.

	

	2026/002
	To elect a vice-chair for the year 2026/27
Cllr Robin Ketteridge agreed to stand as Vice Chair. Proposed by Cllr MG, seconded by Cllr TSM. This was unanimously approved.

	

	2026/003
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Robin Ketteridge and Cllr Craig Monks

	

	2026/004
	Approval of Minutes from 2025 AGM

Approval of the minutes of 6th May 2025 was proposed by Cllr SC, seconded by Cllr TSM. The minutes were approved.

	

	2026/005
	Chairman’s Report for the year 2025/26
Attached below and available on www.southperrottparishcouncil.org 
 
	

	2026/006
	Financial Report for the Year 2025/2026
The annual accounts for the year 1 April 2025 – 31 March 2026 were reported as follows:

Total Income for the year                             £6,140

Total Expenditure for the year                     £6,083

Balance in hand as at 31 March 2024        £7,235

	










Chairman’s Report to South Perrott Parish Council’s 2026 AGM
They say as you get older time goes more quickly, well this last year seems to have flown by.
The Parish Council has continued to work as a team, each with our own responsibilities, but supporting each other to help keep South Perrott such a nice place to live. I also include Craig Monks as part of the team since he has been so willing to help us on many fronts and always attends our meetings. I also commend Yvonne Sullivan for taking on the challenge of establishing the village as a plastic free community and all the hard work she has put in encouraging people to think about this. Hopefully, my report reflects the hard work my fellow Councillors have put in; I highly value their advice and wisdom and between us we are hopefully improving life in the village.
Throughout the last year we continued our campaign to improve areas in the village that had become overgrown or neglected. Terence Wybrew has taken responsibility for Manor Close and has removed brambles, cut back the laurel hedging and planted bulbs. Mike Buchan has taken responsibility for the section of land opposite School Hill and has kept the hedges and verges in check. I think that Robin’s idea of putting planters at the entrance to School Hill was a good initiative and thanks must go to Vicky Reed for maintaining these. Thanks also, to Mike Barker for maintaining the white gates at each end of the village, which he will now do on an annual basis and to Michael Stevenette for his continued gardening duties in The Pound.
I must also thank Sue, who is responsible for highways and footpaths. This has kept her occupied all year, starting with making sure that the railings on the A356 by Swing Gate Cottage were repaired, with a little help from Craig. She has provided regular reports on Langmoor Lane and Bailey’s Lane and been instrumental in getting work done and ensuring the permissive path is kept open. She has regular conversations with the Legg family to ensure their goodwill in allowing people to walk along the agricultural tracks and she has also been a force to be reckoned with in getting Dorset Council to fill potholes - a never-ending job.
Long suffering Martyn has been tied up for many months with various Agencies, finally getting the Parish Council to become the sole trustee of the Millennium Green. For the moment he continues as secretary to the Millennium Green working group, but is actively looking for someone to take over the role. He has, of course continued as River Warden and has given us numerous storm reports and their consequences. After many conversations with Dorset Council and help from Craig the flood outside Sarum was eventually sorted out. Thanks, must also go to Louise Sydell, the Deputy River Warden, who together with Martyn, has helped to keep our Village (almost) flood free; both have the unenviable task of clearing leaves and mud from drains and gulleys.
Martyn has also been key in keeping the Village updated about Digital Voice and the frustrations caused by BT. If all that wasn’t enough, he is trying to relaunch the Neighbour Car scheme and has taken on a new role in keeping the Parish Council up-to-date on Wellbeing issues in the Village. I can’t thank Martyn enough for his tenacity, determination and support.
Thanks also go to Robin who has spent many hours talking to Wessex Internet and keeping us posted about developments, negotiating with Dorset Council about the provision of an EV charger for the Village, which is ongoing, and keeping his eye on developments with 5G provision in the area. Thanks also to Jonathan Baker for the help he has given to a number of residents as our Digital Champion and also for his continued support in checking the defibrillator on a regular basis.
Tom, who, again In November, painted our village red with poppies, followed it up at Christmas by organising and decorating a Christmas Tree in The Pound. Tom is our IT expert and he has spent a huge amount of time in the last year negotiating and leading our website and email transfer to a gov.uk domain. He continues to keep our website up-to-date very efficiently and is also one of the signatories for our bank account which he monitors.
Mark, of course, is our Responsible Finance Officer and has done sterling work claiming back VAT, which we did for the first time last year, setting a budget, organising the audit of accounts and filling in all the associated paperwork. He has been very supportive to all the Councillors in getting responses from Dorset Council. None more so than myself in dealing with the 20mph speed limit issue which is destined to take time to resolve.
Finally, I’d like to thank the members of this Parish who come to these meetings and offer
good advice and guidance. I hope that as a Council we have been able to ensure that people had an opportunity to speak up about things that were important to them.

Richard Footitt
Chairman, South Perrott Parish Council
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