

SOUTH PERROTT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 5th May 2026
in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Richard Footitt (Chair), Cllr Tom Scott-Malden, Cllr Sue Coutanche, Cllr Martyn Gillingham
In Attendance: Mark Payne (Clerk), and four members of the public

	Item No
	
	Action


	2026/026
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Robin Ketteridge, and Cllr Monks.

	

	2026/027
	Notification of items not on the agenda

None

	

	2026/028
	Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 03.05.26

These were accepted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr SC, seconded by Cllr MG.

	

	2026/029
	Matters arising from the minutes

a) Millennium Green Funds 
Cllr MG proposed that the Millennium Green Trust opened a Charity account with Virgin Money which offered free day to day banking. Richard Taylor as treasurer and Cllr MG would be dual signatories. Around £4000 would be transferred from Nationwide, and would be used to maintain the Millennium Green until funds were exhausted. The Trust would then be seeking a grant from the PC – as the sole trustee – to continue its work, but this would not be for several years yet.
b) 20mph speed limit
Speed survey has now been completed and we are awaiting results. Clerk will chase DC Highways.
c) EV charging 
Cllr RK was pursuing this. Insurance have relaxed the requirements for a light and tarmaced surface, location would still need to be away from the building for fire reasons and also the VH committee did not want to jeopardise future potential redevelopment.
d) Highways Issues
Cllr SC had met with Highways Officer. Raised kerbs at the bottom of Pipplepen Lane could not be removed due to flooding issues, but the Officer agreed to have broken ones repaired. Improved signage to indicate priority around Swing Gate Cottage would be further discussed in light of 20mph speed limit application. The Officer also confirmed that Church Hill was a public highway and DC were responsible for maintenance.
e) Wellbeing in the village
Cllr SC had provided notices for local wellbeing contacts such as social providers – now displayed in the Pound and on the Village Hall notice board. The Village Welcome Packs had been well received.
Cllr MG reminded the meeting that support was available for low-income households struggling with the costs of heating oil as a result of the recent price rises. Scheme administered by DC – one of the criteria was those households in receipt of Council Tax support. Information had been placed in the Pump and Pound.

Cllr MG updated the meeting on the actions he had taken to safeguard an elderly resident who had been subsequently taken to hospital. Her property was in a poor condition and he hoped to arrange a visit from the Conservation Officer as the building was listed in the centre of the Conservation Area. The property had been insecure, and he had arranged for a local contractor to plane the door so it could be made secure. An invoice had been issued by the contractor to the Parish Council for £80 and was currently unpaid.
Cllr MG proposed that the Parish Council settled this invoice on the understanding that the PC would endeavour to reclaim the money from the resident or the family – with whom Cllr MG was in touch.

Cllr SC recognised that Cllr MG had acted swiftly in the best interests of the resident, however she firmly believed it was not in the remit of the PC to spend public money on private property. In addition, she was concerned that the council could not be seen to be acting without the permission of the home owner, and that it would be setting a precedent.

Cllr TSM was also concerned about the precedent it would set and that such actions might leave the Council open to legal challenge if the work had been completed without the home owner’s permission. He accepted however that for the welfare of the individual the right thing had been done.

Cllr RF indicated that there might be a justification under section 31 of the Local Government Act 1997 which allowed the police or councils to take action to prevent a crime from happening.

Cllr MG felt a precedent had already been set in the past when the PC had agreed to repair a wall and fell a tree – both on private property, where ownership of the land could not be identified.

Cllr MG asked for a vote on the proposal that: The Parish Council should settle the £80 invoice, in the expectation that the money will be recovered from the owner of the property. There were TWO votes in favour and TWO against. The Chair decided to delay his casting vote until the Clerk had contacted the family of the elderly resident
to see if payment could be arranged. This was agreed.
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	2026/030
	Planning

a) P/TRD/2026/02049 – tree felling at Bellamy’s Farm – now approved 16/4/26 and work completed.

	





	2026/031
	Reports

a) Dorset Councillor
	Mobile Signal Improvements - Work to improve mobile coverage in 	the Mosterton/South Perrott area is ongoing. No update.
Highways work – Cllr Monks is continuing to flag the lack of Highways maintenance in the area, in particular away from the major roads where water run-off and damage can be significant
b) PCSO – nothing to report.
c) Footpaths Officer – nothing to report.
d) Plastic Free Community 3 of the 5 objectives have been achieved. Now looking for Community Allies.
e) River and Flood Warden – nothing to report.

	




	2026/032
	Finance

Current balance was £9656.76, expenditure since last meeting amounted to £1346.16 including Village Hall hire, payment for painting of Village gates, donation to Village Hall electricity costs and a small expenditure on Plastic Free Community.

First half of precept had been received. 
 
	




	2026/033
	Note of Internal Audit and Approval of Governance Statement

The internal audit and Annual Governance Statement had been circulated to Councillors.
Approval proposed by Cllr TSM, seconded by Cllr SC. Approved.

	



	2026/034
	Approval of Accounts Statement

The Accounts statement had been circulated to Councillors.
Approval proposed by Cllr TSM and seconded by Cllr SC. Approved.

	




	2026/035
	Approval of Certificate of Exemption from a Limited Assurance Review

The Certificate of Exemption had been circulated to Councillors.
Approval proposed by Cllr TSM, seconded by Cllr SC. Approved.


	



	2026/036
	Items from the Village meeting

Assurances had been received from Rev Baldwin regarding the checks and balances in place for PCC funds. Cllr SC explained the church was in discussion with Dorset Historic Churches Trust for grant funding for vital repair work. She thanked all the villagers who continued to support fundraising efforts.

Volunteers still required for Millennium Green Secretary and Neighbourhood Car scheme.

Manhole cover noise at the bottom of Pipplepen Lane and outside the Bakers Arms would be reported.
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	2026/037
	Matters of report and items for the next meeting

Undertake a review of policies that the council holds.

	

	2026/038
	Date of next meeting

Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7pm

Subsequent meetings:

Tuesday 1st September
Tuesday 3rd November

	



Meeting closed at 20:37
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