

SOUTH PERROTT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 1st September 2026
in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Richard Footitt (Chair), Cllr Sue Coutanche, Cllr Martyn Gillingham, Cllr Tom Scott-Malden
In Attendance: Mark Payne (Clerk), Cllr Craig Monks and three members of the public

	Item No
	
	Action


	2026/050
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Robin Ketteridge

	

	2026/051
	Notification of items not on the agenda

None

	

	2026/052
	Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 05.05.26

For clarification a change from “lighting” to “traffic lights” was requested in 044(a) paragraph 3.  With this amendment they were accepted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr SC, seconded by Cllr MG.

	

	2026/053
	Matters arising from the minutes

a) Speed Survey – Application form completed. Notification received that we have been put in Tranche 5. Currently DC is working on Tranche 4, so a response is expected at the end of 2026 beginning of 2027. DC will be considering if a 20mph is appropriate in South Perrott. If yes, next step would be a public meeting.
b) 5G mobile phone coverage – Cllr MG reported that following the last meeting, Cllr CM had received information that the new mast in Mosterton would improve outdoor 5G signal but may not impact indoor signal. Indoor signal was important for emergency services access in particular.
c) Highways issues Cllr SC reported on discussions with DC regarding priority vehicle signage in the village. Given there was no history of serious accidents, DC position was that there was no justification for such signage. They had agreed to clear speed limit signs which had become overgrown. As always the council encourages residents to report road traffic incidents on the DC website, with photos where possible.
Cllr RF added that the 20mph scheme may involve additional road calming measures.
	


















	2026/054
	Planning

None

	





	2026/055
	Reports

a) Dorset Councillor
Cllr CM had worked with DC encouraging drain clearance in the Ward before the winter storms. Cllr MG confirmed they had jet washed drains on the A356.

The Boundary Commission had today opened consultation on proposed Ward boundary changes. Cllr CM requested that the Council submitted a response to this consultation. The changes meant South Perrott would be removed from the Beaminster Ward and placed in a new ward called Broadwindsor. Cllr CM was not supportive of this move, as he felt that South Perrott was part of Beaminster and provided many of the local services. There was general support for this view. Cllr RF agreed the council should respond.

Survey relating to installation of traffic lights at Beaminster Tunnel was still open. Views were currently fairly evenly split. Cllr SC was very strongly in favour of traffic lights having witnessed an incident today.

Cllr CM agreed to chase Highways regarding the Lecher Lane junction with A3066.

b) PCSO – nothing to report

c) Footpaths Officer – nothing to report

d) Environment – Plastic Free Communities

Village litter pick had been carried out on 12 July.

Work was being done with local business including the Parrett Hotel to reduce plastic use, encouraging the use of re-fillable bottles.

Also had tried SMOL biodegradable and plastic free clothes and was looking to promote their use.

There were now plastic recycling bins outside Waitrose in Crewkerne.

Looking at ways to publicise initiatives within the village.

Cllr RF expressed the Council’s thanks to Yvonne for leading this project.

e) River and Flood Warden
Dorset is officially in drought, along with two-thirds of the country, after a winter which was much wetter than normal, and hot, dry conditions in spring and early summer, followed by the driest July on record.

Wessex Water has just introduced a hosepipe ban, like large parts of the country. Dorset’s water comes from groundwater flows through tiny cracks in layers of rock and sand, known as aquifers deep underground, whilst rivers and reservoirs elsewhere are drying up. This is why our water is so hard and we need to descale kettles and other appliances!

Prolonged dry weather can raise the risk of flash flooding when it eventually does rain! This is because parched, rock-hard ground may struggle to absorb water at first, so some rainwater may simply run off the surface instead.

I spotted Dorset Highways in the village on 3rd August with the jetting lorry outside ‘Sarum’, so hopefully we won’t have a repeat of the flooding experienced last winter.

However, the strongest ‘El Nino’ (the powerful natural climate phenomenon that pushes up global temperatures) is predicted to produce a wet and stormy autumn with heavy rain between October and December. It is, therefore, very important that riparian owners clear their river banks of foliage before the rains commence, to prevent flooding.

Cllr SC expressed concern about the state of the river in some places and need of homeowners to take action on their riparian responsibilities. It was agreed that Cllr MG would write a note on behalf of the Council to be given to all property owners with riparian responsibilities, asking them to ensure their river banks were cleared and maintained.
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Cllr MG

	2026/056
	Finance

Cllr TSM reported that the current balance was £7846.29, with a total of £895.97 spent since the last meeting. Apart from the usual expenditure on salaries, waste bin collections there was £12.50 on history books for the Welcome Pack.

	




	2026/057
	Replacement defibrillator

Cllr MG reported:

The village defibrillator, fully funded by The Community Heartbeat Trust in June 2017 as part of a community resilience project by Scottish & Southern Electricity, has experienced a malfunction due to a severe internal hardware error, which is affecting the device’s diagnostic circuitry. This means that the device has failed its self-test, is flashing red and is completely disabled for emergency use.

Apparently, because there are no internal user-serviceable electrical components, it cannot be physically repaired by hand.
The unit is now out of warranty, and the Managed Solutions Agreement between the Parish Council and the Trust only covers replacement consumables. 

The Community Heartbeat Trust has offered to supply another defibrillator, on loan, to ensure that our community has a functioning defibrillator and will collect our malfunctioning unit to see if they can update the software. Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that this will fix the problem, and they have suggested that we need to purchase a new defibrillator at a cost of £1,320 +VAT+ post & packing.

A member of the public identified that the British Heart Foundation were currently offering fully funded Defibrillators to Parish Councils.
Agreed that the Clerk would investigate this further and apply if possible.


	
























Clerk

	2026/058
	Matters of report and items for the next meeting

A member of the public raised the still unrepaired Chevrons – Cllr RF re-iterated it had been reported, and asked villagers to also log a report on the DC website.

Digital Champion – need to clarify if existing holder wishes to resign and then if necessary seek a replacement.

	





Clerk

	2026/059
	Date of next meeting

Tuesday 3rd November

	



Meeting closed at 20:18
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